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poraries as a dangerous anarchist and blasphemous madman, wa
greater than his judges.

WAS JESUS A COWARD?

I know quite well that this impression of superiority is no
produced on everyone, even of those who profess extreme sus
cepdbility to it. Setting aside the huge mass of inculcated Christ
worship which has no real significance because it has no intelli
gence, there is, among people who are really free to think fo
themselves on the subject, a great deal of hearty dislike of Jesu
and of contempt for his failure to save himself and overcome hi
enemies by personal bravery and cunning as Mahomet did. I hav
heard this feeling expressed far more impatiently by person
brought up in England as Christians than by Mahometans, wh<
are, like their prophet, very civil to Jesus, and allow him a plac
in their esteem and veneration at least as high as we accord t<
John the Baptist. But this British bulldog contempt is foundec
on a complete misconception of his reasons for submitting volun
tarily to an ordeal of torment and death. The modern Secularis
Is often so determined to regard Jesus as a man like himself an<
nothing more, that he slips unconsciously into the error of as
suming that Jesus shared that view. But it is quite clear from th<
New Testament writers (the chief authorities for believing tha
Jesus ever existed) that Jesus at the time of his death believec
himself to be the Christ, a divine personage. It is therefore absurc
to criticize his conduct before Pilate as if he were Colonel Roose-
velt or Admiral von Tirpitz or even Mahomet. Whether yoi
accept his belief in his divinity as fully as Simon Peter did, pr re-
ject it as a delusion which led him to submit to torture and sacri-
fice his life without resistance in the conviction that he \wpulc
presently rise again in glory, you are equally bound to admit that
iar from behaving like a coward or a sheep, he shewed consider-
able physical fortitude in going through a cruel ordeal agains
wfakh he could have defended himself as effectually as he clearec
the immey-dhaiigers out of the temple. "Gentle Jesus, meek anc
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